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Catholic prince injured the Protestants, nothing could be
done save by the Assent of two bitterly hostile factions.
Thus scarce anything was done; and even the courts of
justice were stopped by the disputes that attended the
appointment of every judge or assessor.                          !

In the foreign politics of Germany another result
followed. Inferior in military force and organization,
the Protestant princes at first provided for their safety
by forming leagues among themselves. The device was
an old one, and had been employed by the monarch him-
self before now, in despair at the effete and cumbrous
forms of the imperial system. Soon they began to look
beyond the Vosges, and found that France, burning here-
tics at home, was only too happy to smile on free opinions
elsewhere. The alliance was easily struck; Henry the
Second assumed in 1552 the title of 'Protector of the
Germanic liberties/ and a pretext for interference was
never wanting in future.

These were some of the visible political consequences
of the great religious schism of the sixteenth century.
But beyond and above them there was a change far more
momentous than any of its immediate results. There is
perhaps no event in history which has been represented
in so great a variety of lights as the Reformation. It has
been called a revolt of the laity against the clergy, or of
the Teutonic races against the Italians, or of the king-
doms of Europe against the universal monarchy of the
Popes. Some have "seen in it only a burst of long-
repressed anger at the luxury of the prelates and the
manifold abuses of the ecclesiastical system; others a
renewal of the youth of the church by a return to primi-
tive forms of doctrine. All these indeed to some extent
it was; but it was also something more profound, and
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